Divine

Based on the verbatim poem Divine by Juliana Mensah for the ‘Navigating Risk, Managing Security, and
Receiving Support’ research project, University of York.

En los tiempos modernos, como sociedad y por fatalidad, acabamos por inventarnos nuevos
quehaceres, nos asomamos de manera casi ontoldgica a tareas que, en teoria, no tendriamos que
ni siquiera imaginar. Ser defensor de derechos humanos es una idea para algunos hoy casi
romantica y para otros pocos fundamental. En México, una de las regiones del planeta mas dificiles
para practicar dicha faena, se ha convertido en un asunto de vida o muerte: se defienden a tumbos
los derechos humanos, se enfrenta al status quo también.

Las formas de lucha son muchas y desesperadas; los actores, los que intentan la gesta de la
defensa que pareciera hoy imposible, variados. Los otros actores, los desamparados, 10s sin
promesa, los ofendidos; desaparecen creciente y mortalmente por miles.

Disimular detras de las barras que representan la estadistica de una agresion creciente en los
Ultimos tiempos (1) la labor de quien se entrega a una defensa que roza los limites de la impotencia,
pareciera un guifo a la realidad; pareciera ejemplificar el “juego” velado al que asistimos como
sociedad.

Divine es una especie de suplica tacita que se entiende sdélo desde su superposicion; es también un
reflejo de la ofensa que infligimos como sociedad a quienes, luchando todos los dias, no acaban por
entender cémo es que llegamos hasta aqui.

In modern times, as a society and by fatality, we end up inventing new chores, we peep almost
ontologically to tasks that, theoretically, we shouldn’t even imagine. To be a human right defender is
now for some almost a romantic idea, and fundamental for the less. In Mexico, one of the more
difficult regions of the planet to practice this labor, has become a matter of life and death: human
rights are defended with jolts, status quo is faced as well.

The ways of struggle are many and desperate; actors, those who try that defense that seems
impossible today, are many. The other actors, the helpless, the ones without a promise, the insulted
ones; are disappearing growingly and dying by thousands.

To disguise behind the bars that represent the statistics of a growing aggression in recent times (1)
the work of someone who is devoted to the defense that touches the limits of impotence, seems like
a nod to reality; seems to exemplify the veiled "game" that we witness as a society.

Divine is a kind of tacit plea that is understood only from its own overlap; is also a reflection of the
offense we inflict as a society to whom, fighting everyday, doesn’t understand how we got here.
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Priest Alejandro Solalinde, a well known Mexican activist, is probably the most active human rights
defender in Mexico and 2017 Nobel Peace Prize nhominee. He has publicly decried the abuses
committed against undocumented Latin American migrants and has been threatened multiple times
by criminal organizations that traffic humans, arms, and organs.

He is the coordinator of the South Pacific Human Mobility Ministry of the Mexican Bishopric and

director of Hermanos en el Camino, a shelter that provides Central American migrants with
humanitarian aid and education.
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Casos de violaciones de los derechos humanos (VDH)
contra personas defensoras en México

TIPO DE VICTIMA
ey 90 personas
25 organizaciones
31 MAYO 201354 10 comunidades
133 personas
1JUN2013 - 47 organizaci
- rganizaciones
31 MAYO 2014 24 comunidades
S JUN20te 248 personas
47 organizaciones
31 MAYO 20155% 35 comunidades
471 personas
918 687 119 organizaciones
69 comunidades

Fuente: Accion Urgente para Defensores de Derechos Humanos, el Comité Cerezo México y la Campafia
Nacional contra la Desaparicidén Forzada.
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